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SUPPLEMENTAL DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to tlie preliminary action filed on August 17, 2004 and 
replaces the previous office action. The period of reply runs from the mailing date of 
this supplemental office action. This action is non-final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this countiy, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 2-5 and 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kearns et a! (US005305370A). 

Regarding claim 2, Kearns et al discloses a system where a remote transmitter 
can be activated during an emergency, causing a base unit interfaced with the 
telephone lines to automatically dial 91 1 (see column 5, lines 1 5-23), which reads on 
the claimed "system for transmitting a signal to a 91 1 operator comprising: a transmitter 
for transmitting a triggering signal; a receiver for receiving the triggering signal from the 
transmitter; a predialler operatively connected to the receiver, the predialler containing 
identifying information and being activated by the receiver's receipt of the triggering 
signal, the predialler transmitting a 9-1-1 signal to a 911 operator upon activation." 
Even if the victim cannot speak, the 91 1 system operator will know the address of the 
victim by the automatic location identifier (All), which is part of the enhanced 91 1 
system (see column 5, lines 27-31), which reads on the claimed "the 9-1-1 signal 
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encoded with identifying information convertible by the 91 1 operator into precise 
location data." 

Regarding claim 3. Kearns et al discloses that the remote transmitter is a small, 
portable, battery powered device for transmitting a pulse code modulated radio 
frequency carrier (see column 5, lines 57-65 and figure 3), which reads on the claimed 
"the transmitter is integrated within a portable handheld device." 

Regarding claim 4, Kearns et al discloses that the remote transmitter is a small, 
portable, battery powered device for transmitting a pulse code modulated radio 
frequency carrier (see column 5, lines 57-65 and figure 3), which reads on the claimed 
"the transmitter is integrated within a triggering key." 

Regarding claim 5, Kearns et al discloses that the remote transmitter is a small, 
portable, battery powered device for transmitting a pulse code modulated radio 
frequency carrier (see column 5, lines 57-65 and figure 3), which reads on the claimed 
"the transmitter is integrated stand alone unit." 

Regarding claim 7, Kearns et al discloses that the base unit is interfaced with the 
telephone lines and dials 91 1 (see column 5, lines 15-31 ), which reads on the claimed 
"the receiver and predialler are integrated within a landline telephone." 

Regarding claim 8, Kearns et al discloses that the base unit is interfaced with the 
telephone lines and dials 91 1 (see column 5, lines 15-31), which reads on the claimed 
"the receiver and predialler are integrated within a phone jack." 

Regarding claim 9, Kearns et al discloses a visual indicator and audible indicator 
that show that remote transmitter has been activated and, by providing such positive 
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indication that the system has been activated, guard against false alarms (see column 
6, lines 6-1 1 ), which reads on the claimed "the triggering signal triggering the 
predialler's activation indicates that an emergency or 9-1-1 call is being initiated." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

the factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co,, 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kearns et 
al in view of Yanagisawa (US006377169B1). 

Regarding claim 6, Kearns et al fails to disclose the transmitter is incorporated 
into a vehicle communication system. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Yanagisawa discloses a system where a 
transmitter in a vehicle transmits an emergency signal to the control center when an 
emergency situation arises (see column 8, lines 56-58). 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Kearns et al with Yanagisawa to include the above transmitter 
incorporated into a vehicle in order to alert authorities in case of an accident as 
suggested by Yanagisawa (see column 1, lines 24-29). 

Claims 10, 1 1 , 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kearns et al in view of Walsh et al (US 20040033795A1 ). 

Regarding claim 10, Kearns et al discloses a system where a remote transmitter 
can be activated during an emergency, causing a base unit interfaced with the 
telephone lines to automatically dial 91 1 (see column 5, lines 15-23), which reads on 
the claimed "system for transmitting a signal to a 91 1 operator," and, "a transmitter for 
transmitting a triggering signal; a landline telephone including a receiver for receiving 
the triggering signal from the transmitter; the landline telephone further including a 
predial ler operatively connected to the receiver, the predialler containing identifying 
information and being activated by the receiver upon the receiver's receipt of the 
triggering signal, the predialler transmitting a 9-1-1 signal to a 91 1 operator upon 
activation." Even if the victim cannot speak, the 91 1 system operator will know the 
address of the victim by the automatic location identifier (ALI), which is part of the 
enhanced 91 1 system (see column 5, lines 27-31), which reads on the claimed "the 9-1- 
1 signal encoded with identifying information convertible by the 91 1 operator into 
precise location data." Kearns et al fails to expressly disclose that the transmitter is 
incorporated into a cellular telephone. 
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In a similar field of endeavor, Walsh et al discloses an emergency system device 
incorporated into a cellular telephone (see paragraphs 60-61 ). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Kearns et al with Walsh et al such that the wireless transmitter is 
incorporated into a cellular telephone in order to take advantage of the ability to reuse 
the RF circuitry in the cellular telephone. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the combination of Keams et al and Walsh et al discloses a 
visual indicator and audible indicator that show that remote transmitter has been 
activated and, by providing such positive indication that the system has been activated, 
guard against false alarms (see Kearns et al column 6, lines 6-1 1 ), which reads on the 
claimed "the triggering signal triggering the predialer's activation indicates that an 
emergency or 9-1-1 call is being initiated." 

Regarding claim 16, Kearns et al discloses a system where a remote transmitter 
can be activated during an emergency, causing a base unit interfaced with the 
telephone lines to automatically dial 91 1 (see column 5, lines 15-23), which reads on 
the claimed "method for transmitting a signal to a 91 1 operator," and, "a transmitter for 
transmitting a triggering signal; enabling a landline telephone with a receiver and a 
predialler, the receiver for receiving a triggering signal from the transmitter and for 
activating the predialler upon receipt of the triggering signal." Even if the victim cannot 
speak, the 91 1 system operator will know the address of the victim by the automatic 
location identifier (ALI), which is part of the enhanced 911 system (see column 5, lines 
27-31 ), which reads on the claimed "predialler for transmitting a signal to a 91 1 operator 
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encoded with identifying information convertible by the 91 1 operator into precise 
location data." Kearns et al fails to expressly disclose that the transmitter is 
incorporated into a cellular telephone and the cellular telephone makes a 9-1-1 call. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Walsh et al discloses an emergency system device 
incorporated into a cellular telephone (see paragraphs 60-61 ) and the wireless 
telephone makes an emergency telephone call to a PSAP (see paragraph 75). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Kearns et al with Walsh et al such that the wireless transmitter is 
incorporated into a cellular telephone and the cellular telephone makes a 9-1-1 call in 
order to take advantage of the ability to reuse the RF circuitry in the cellular telephone 
and create an intuitive activation. 

Regarding claim 17, the combination of Kearns et al and Walsh et al discloses 
that the base unit dials 9-1-1 in response to activation from the transmitter (see Kearns 
et al column 5, lines 15-31), which reads on the claimed invention where the receiver 
identifies the signal as a 9-1-1 call. 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Walsh et 
al in view of Kearns et al. 

Regarding claim 12, Walsh et al discloses a system where a wireless 
communication device is told its location in a facility for use during an E91 1 call by the 
wireless communication device (see paragraph 55), which reads on the claimed 
"system for transmitting a signal to a 91 1 operator," and, "a cell phone." One of the 
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wireless communication units 206-209 sends the location information to the wireless 

» 

communication device present in one of the plurality of predetermined areas (see 
paragraph 69), which reads on the claimed "transmitting a return signal to the first 
transceiver, the return signal encoded with identifying information," and the wireless 
communication units may be connected to the PSTN via the controller 200 to provide an 
alternative communication path for the wireless communication device 104 (see figure 2 
and paragraph 77), which reads on the claimed "landline telephone." Preferably, in an 
E91 1 application, the wireless communication unit 209 sends the location information at 
least one of before, during and after the wireless communication device communicates 
an emergency telephone call to a public safety answering point (see paragraph 75), 
which reads on the claimed "the first transceiver for receiving the return signal and, in 
response, for transmitting the return signal including the identifying information to a 91 1 
operator, the return signal encoded with identifying information convertible by the 91 1 
operator into precise location data." Walsh et al fails to expressly disclose the cell 
phone transmitting a signal to start the process. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Keams et al discloses a transmitter that transmits a 
signal to activate a system to request emergency assistance (see column 3, lines 7-23). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Walsh et al with Keams et al to include the above signal to 
activate the process in order to prevent the unnecessary use of system resources. 



r 
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Claims 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Britton US005745849A) in view of Kearns et al. 

Regarding claim 13, Britton discloses an alarm system where a remote detector 
17-19 generates data in response to an alarm event and transmits the data to the base 
unit12 (see column 4, lines 5-22) and this may be via a radio link 28 (see column 3, 
lines 56-62), which reads on the claimed "transmitter for transmitting a triggering signal; 
transceiver for receiving the triggering signal." The base unit is linked to the PST via a 
cellular link 38 to the nearest land-based cellular antenna site 40 (see column 3, line 63 
- column 4. line 4), which reads on the claimed "transmitting a second signal upon 
reception of the triggering signal; a receiver for receiving the second signal from the 
transceiver." The cell site connects to the PSTN to the alarm monitoring station, which 
dispatches police or fire-fighters as appropriate (see column 4, lines 5-23 and figure 1 ), 
which reads on the claimed "predialler operatively connected to the receiver, the 
predialler containing identification information and being activated by the receiver upon 
the receiver's receipt of the second signal, the predialler transmitting a 9-1-1 signal to a 
91 1 operator upon activation." Britton fails to expressly disclose that the signal includes 
precise location information. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Kearns et al discloses an alarm system that 
transmits a location identifier (ALI) with the call to 9-1-1 (see column 5, lines 15-31). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Britton with Kearns et al to include the above location 
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information with the emergency call in order to notify the authorities of the location of the 
emergency. 

Regarding claim 14, Britton discloses a base unit 12 linked to the PSTN via a 
landline 36 and a cellular link 38 for communicating an alarm signal (see column 4, lines 
12-16 and figure 1), which reads on the claimed "landline phone including a transmitter 
for transmitting a triggering signal." The cellular link 38 reads on the claimed "bypass 
circuit for bypassing the PBX-type master switching box thereby connecting directly to a 
junction box and the bypass circuit including a receiver for receiving the triggering signal 
from the transmitter." The base unit reads on the claimed "predialler operatively 
connected to the bypass circuit, the predialler containing identifying information and 
being activated by the receiver upon the receiver's receipt of the triggering signal." The 
base unit contacts the central alarm-monitoring station, which dispatches police or fire 
fighters as appropriate (see column 4, lines 5-23), which reads on the claimed "the 
predialler transmitting a 9-1-1 signal to a 91 1 operator upon activation." Britton fails to 
expressly disclose that the signal includes precise location information. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Kearns et al discloses an alarm system that 
transmits a location identifier (ALI) with the call to 9-1-1 (see column 5, lines 15-31). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Britton with Kearns et al to include the above location 
information with the emergency call in order to notify the authorities of the location of the 
emergency. 
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Regarding claim 1 5, the combination of Britton and Keams et a! discloses a base 
unit 12 that receives an alarm signal and is connected to the PSTN via a landline and a 
cellular connection (see column 3, line 63 - column 4, line 23), which reads on the 
claimed "a landline telephone may be connected to the bypass circuit, the landline 
telephone integrating the receiver and the predialler." 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kruger et al (US005337342A) discloses an emergency call system. 

Maystre et al (US006032036A) discloses an alarm and emergency call system. 

DeFIno (US006104783A) discloses a method and apparatus for securing a site 
utilizing a security apparatus in cooperation with telephone systems. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications firom the 
examiner should be directed to Bryan J Fox whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8994. The examiner can nonnally be reached on Monday through Friday 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold can be reached on (703) 305-4379. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



BJF 




CHARLES APPIAH 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



